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Abstract 

 The objective of this paper is to give a historiographical detailed essay on the works and 

life of Alexander Hamilton. Through his works such as The Federalist and his established role 

within government, Alexander Hamilton helped lay the foundation for a newly independent 

United States. His achievements and achievements are cornerstones for the country and 

government the United Sates has today. Hamilton’s idea of a strong central government and a 

national bank, contested by opposing parties back in the eighteenth century, is what makes the 

United States now a hegemon within the international community. Backed by figures such as 

George Washington and James Madison, Alexander Hamilton was able to able to direct the 

country in a certain direction when dealing with foreign relations and the structure of our 

government. When recognizing the impact Alexander Hamilton’s impression left on the United 

States, the paper is then able compare his legacy and importance alongside men such as; George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, 

and their title as “Founding Fathers”. 
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The legacy of Alexander Hamilton is cemented through the textbooks, articles and films 

designated to the works he accomplished. Although never President, Alexander Hamilton has 

been given quit the credit many historians believe he deserved. The work he did to help create 

how our government functioned, at such a critical time in U.S. history cannot be overlooked. 

Many would consider him a founding father of this country. “Alexander Hamilton, who was both 

ardently opposed and strongly supported in his own day and long after his death. Scholars have 

been debating Hamilton’s legacy for more than two hundred years, and, because of these 

opposing enthusiasms, few have achieved a level of critical distance that allows for accurate and 

just analysis.”1   The objective is to divulge into the role and impact in which Alexander 

Hamilton played with wars such as the Quasi and Barbary Wars. The image of American 

independence and a sustained success in the U.S. withstanding the trials of a new nation all can 

be linked to the help of Alexander Hamilton’s viewpoint and voice within the U.S. government. 

A true founding father of our nation and one that should be recognized alongside the names of 

men surrounding this period. 

Alexander Hamilton was born in Nevis of the West Indies on January 11,1755. An 

illegitimate child, and his own birth year of 1755 or 1757 even questioned throughout 

biographies.2 “Hamilton found himself deserted, and this situation may have shaped his view that 

life required conquest. The boy’s salvation came through the intervention of Nicholas Cruger, a 

merchant who employed the youngster as a bookkeeper”.3 Hamilton attended King's College in 

                                                 
1 Federici, Michael P. The Political Philosophy of Alexander Hamilton. Political Philosophy of 

  the American Founders. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012. 

 
2 Brookhiser, Richard. Alexander Hamilton, American. New York, NY: Free Press, 1999. 
 
3 Thackeray, Frank W., and John E. Findling. What Happened? An Encyclopedia of Events That 

  Changed America 2011. 
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New York, which is now Columbia as a young adult.4 Alexander Hamilton was appointed 

captain of an artillery company, and in 1777 was appointed aide-de-camp to General George 

Washington. In 1782 Hamilton was admitted to the New York Bar and appointed a New York 

delegate to the Continental Congress. Although, “Hamilton had little influence on the writing of 

the Constitution, he was a driving force for its ratification. Along with John Jay and James 

Madison, Hamilton wrote The Federalist, a series of essays that defended the yet-to-be-approved 

Constitution. Hamilton composed more than two-thirds of the 85 essays,”5 In September 1789, 

Washington chose Hamilton to serve as secretary of the treasury. Hamilton immediately 

“confronted the main problem facing the new government, namely its finances. He crafted his 

proposals based on three beliefs: first, that financial reform was imperative to the government’s 

survival; second, that loyalty to the government rested far more on economic concerns than on 

patriotic ones; and third, that the wealthy elite must be linked closely to the government.”6 

“Following Hamilton’s resignation within the Jefferson cabinet in 1795, Hamilton continued to 

practice law in New York City and furthering his interest in New York and national politics. His 

attacks on political rival Aaron Burr resulted in the latter's challenge to a duel. He reluctantly 

accepted, and he met Burr on the morning of July 11, 1804 in Weehawken Heights in New 

Jersey. Hamilton was mortally wounded and died the following day”.7 

                                                 
4 Brookhiser, Richard. Alexander Hamilton, American. New York, NY: Free Press, 1999. 

 
5 “Alexander Hamilton.” The American Experience. 2000.  
 
6 Thackeray, Frank W., and John E. Findling. What Happened? An Encyclopedia of Events That 

  Changed America 2011. 

 
7 Murray, Joseph A. 2007. Alexander Hamilton: America's Forgotten Founder. New York: 

  Algora Publishing, 2007. 
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Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay believed that a “proposed system 

would preserve the Union and empower the federal government to act firmly and coherently in 

the national interest.”8 The Federalist published in 1788, was a series of articles constructed by 

all three men. This piece of work was used as platform in which they could urge the ratification 

of the Constitution. The texts of historical events depict a period in which the men of 

government “had been hammered out at the Philadelphia Convention, it was agreed that it would 

go into effect when nine of the thirteen states had approved it in ratifying conventions. There 

ensued a nationwide debate over constitutional principles, and the press was inundated with 

letters condemning or praising the document.”9 Alexander Hamilton wrote fifty-one of the 

eighty-five article. Hamilton a staunch proponent of a strong central government, wrote about his 

stance and is presented in texts that “the objections of opponents, who feared a tyrannical central 

government that would supersede states’ rights and encroach on individual liberties. All strong 

nationalists, the essayists argued that, most important, the proposed system would preserve the 

Union, now in danger of breaking apart, and empower the federal government to act firmly and 

coherently in the national interest. Conflicting economic and political interests would be 

reconciled through a representative Congress”.10 The Federalist importance is a key piece to the 

prosperity of the U.S. Without such ratification, the government would not have had the 

capabilities it did in times of need. During wars and facing oncoming enemies, the government 

was able to ward off these forces through a cohesive strong government, that protected the 

                                                 

8 History.com Staff. "Federalist Papers." History.com. 2009. 

9 Ibid 

10 Ibid 
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independence, rights and liberties of American citizens. Hamilton alongside James Madison 

would also promote that the checks and balances system we know today be in place, so that the 

rights of states never be outweighed by an overpowering government. This shows Hamilton’s 

understanding of the need for a strong central government, but never allowing too much power to 

that government that cripples the rights of the citizens. Hamilton defended the Constitution 

vigorously, and the history of the U.S. can be largely traced to Hamilton. Founding father or not, 

Hamilton sculpted and shaped documents that formed a nation that could stand on its own, 

continuing its pursuit of independence, prosperity and a prominent figure within international 

relations. 

It is hard to believe that such a document could not be widely recognized throughout the 

scholarly world as a pivotal piece of U.S. history. James Scanlan writes in an article describing 

the importance of these articles, “Few deny that this series of essays in support of the 

Constitution by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay represents a substantial 

contribution to the literature of political theory.”11 The Federalist, was aimed to defend and 

promote the characteristics and values that Americans of that time and now all wish to enjoy. 

Scanlan then goes to say, “The aspect of The Federalist which is of universal applicability is … 

its recognition of the importance of human nature in politics, together with its remarkably 

penetrating analysis of the motives and the behavior of men in a free society.”12 Hamilton along 

with Madison and Jay, worked together to formulate a piece of work that has stood the test of 

time. It is a true sign of what an amazing piece of scholarly work for any time period let alone 

                                                 
11 Scanlan, James P. "The Federalist and Human Nature." Review of Politics 21, no. 4  

  (1959): 657-77. 

12 Ibid 
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the eighteenth century it is. For without the brilliance and fortitude of Alexander Hamilton and 

his belief of a strong central government, the issues at the turn of the century could have taken a 

turn for the worst in American history. 

To be a strong nation that could defend its newly gained independence, “the central 

government had to possess sufficient independent and perpetual resources to reclaim the public 

credit by retiring its war debt, both foreign and domestic, and to conduct those aspects of 

business necessary to ensure the continued freedom and happiness of the people.”13 The 

challenge of creating a nation that could entrust its members of government to do what necessary 

for the betterment of the nation as a whole both economically and militarily rested in the hands 

of men such as Alexander Hamilton, with the backing from George Washington. As Washington 

became appointed to highly regarded positions in government, Washington would see to it that 

Hamilton was as well. “It was Hamilton's belief that the Constitution gave him the authority to 

create economic policies that strengthened the central government. His proposed fiscal policies 

initiated the payment of federal war bonds, had the federal government assume states' debts, 

instituted a federal system for tax collection and would help the United States establish credit 

with other nations.”14 

Hamilton along with other key political figures of this time, had a vision of America 

becoming a strong, prosperous and prominent country among the community of nations. During 

                                                 

13 Murray, Joseph A. 2007. Alexander Hamilton: America's Forgotten Founder. New York: 

 Algora Publishing, 2007. 

 
14 "Alexander Hamilton Biography." Bio.com. July 11, 2016.http://www.biography/people/

 alexander-hamilton-9326481#! 
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the presidency of John Adams, foreign relations was quintessential within American history. An 

altercation known as the XYZ affair, signified the ever changing and deteriorating relationship 

between the U.S. and France. Three Americans, Pinckney, Marshall, and Gerry set sail to France 

to negotiate a settlement in the matter of the confiscated ships. Unfortunately, when the men 

arrived to France, three Frenchmen met them and demanded a payment of $250,000 as a bribe 

and $10 million as a loan to France to be paid before negotiations could happen. This altercation 

created a great sense of patriotism, and nationalistic pride.15 The army and navy were quickly 

expanded, General Washington was to be commander in chief once again, under the condition 

that Hamilton be named his second in command. Although Adams had gained support through 

these affairs, Hamilton remained the prominent figure with the Federalist party. A party that 

Hamilton and James Madison had been prominent leaders of, promoting a strong central 

government. Hamilton’s strong sense of nationalism and thirst of glory through military action, 

played hand in hand with where the country was at during this era. Although war was to be 

avoided with France, not to likes of Hamilton, he and his party came up with a way to ensure the 

U.S. would be steadfast in promoting a strong government. The Alien and Sedition Acts passed 

by James Madison, were for the stated purpose of protecting the country from rebellion or 

dangerous foreign influence, promoted by the hostility between the U.S. and France.16 Although 

not President, Alexander Hamilton was entrenched in the hearts of many political figures of this 

era. For he did not serve as President, his views and voice were heard, often opposing the likes of 

President John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. 

                                                 
15 Hill, Peter P. “A Speculative Footnote to XYZ.” Maryland Historical Magazine 

16 Swindler, William F. “Seditious Aliens and Native ‘Seditionists’.” Supreme Court Historical 

 Society 
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The Quasi War from 1798-1800. Although war was never officially declared between the 

United States and France, the Quasi-War was the first overseas conflict waged by the United 

States. Kennedy Hickman a military historical expert states that, “The signing of the Jay Treaty 

between the United States and Great Britain in 1794. While largely a commercial agreement, the 

French viewed the treaty as a violation of 1778 Treaty of Alliance with the American colonists. 

This feeling was enhanced by the perception that the United States was favoring Britain, despite 

having declared neutrality in the ongoing conflict between the two nations. Shortly after the Jay 

Treaty took effect, the French began seizing American ships trading with Britain and, in 1796, 

refused to accept the new US minister in Paris.”17 This perception of favoring the British was 

due to the economic interest and reliance the United States still had following gaining 

independence. Most fighting in the Quasi-War took place in the waters surrounding the West 

Indies, where the small U.S. Navy defeated French privateers and ships of the regular French 

Navy in numerous and celebrated actions. This war was incredibly successful in hallmarking the 

United States ability to stand against great powers such as the French, shaping policies in favor 

of the United States. The strong stance by the American Navy, proved to have a lasting 

impression on the relationship between France and the United States. The war was just what 

Alexander Hamilton had wanted from John Adams, during a time in which French relations 

seemed to be diminishing. Hamilton wanted to send a clear message to not only citizens of the 

United States but, a message to outside influences. Alexander Hamilton pushed for “a clear and 

cogent plan for dealing with the new crisis. He pro-posed a course of action of “A mitigated 

                                                 
17 Hickman, Kennedy. "American's First Conflict: The Quasi-War." About.com Education. 2016. 
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hostility,”.18 Joseph Murray scholar and author, argued that it remained important to keep the 

door open for further negotiation in case the French chose a moderate course. Hamilton 

recognized that a sizable faction in the country would oppose open hostility in any event and that 

there was little of commercial value to the United States to be gained through war with France, 

so that declaring such a war did not make sense”19. Alexander Hamilton was able to sway many 

minds within the government. His knowledge and understanding of foreign relations, made him a 

prominent figure that many looked to for guidance. Although President Adams attested many of 

Hamilton’s ideas and beliefs, Adams also understood the necessity of strong foreign relations 

with a country such as France. In 1798, Hamilton was appointed inspector general and second in 

command, just as America geared up for a potential war with France. In 1800, Hamilton's 

military career was cut short when America and France reached a peace agreement. The result 

of the Quasi War did leave a lasting impression on the French, showing a breakthrough in what 

Hamilton had hoped for. The Quasi War had also created a U.S. Navy that grew and prospered 

through the trials and tribulations of said war. The embarrassment of the XYZ affair, was to be 

handled through the insurgence of strategic negotiations in the eyes of Alexander Hamilton. John 

Adams, seemed to take the same stance and view on the issue as Alexander Hamilton. 

Eventually the Quasi War would stand to show the United States able to stand on its own, 

without the dependence on Britain. A great sign of U.S. strength and independence, leaving a 

                                                 

18 Murray, Joseph A. 2007. Alexander Hamilton: America's Forgotten Founder. New York: 

 Algora Publishing, 2007. 

19 Ibid. 
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lasting impression on the Adams presidency. John Adams, President during the 1790s, is given 

much of the acclaim surrounding the success of a new nation such as the U.S. Although rarely 

mentioned within certain pieces of documentation and articles, Alexander Hamilton was a 

driving force, shaping policy and the.20    

As a new nation, America faced difficulties from the very beginning. Early on in 

American history, the Barbary Wars was a time in which America was on the verge of a 

struggling nation, which needed to establish its identity. Donald Hickey explained that “The 

Barbary States were a collection of North African states, many of which practiced state- 

supported piracy in order to exact tribute from weaker Atlantic powers. Morocco was an 

independent kingdom, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli owed a loose allegiance to the Ottoman 

Empire. The United States fought two separate wars with Tripoli (1801–1805) and Algiers” 21  

No longer under the safety of the British Navy, the U.S. found itself caught in major conflict, 

threatening commercial independence for the entire nation. Financially insufficient and unable to 

support a strong Navy, the U.S. Government had the troubling decision of how to protect ships 

crossing the seas to trade with Europe. Within the text of The Barbary Wars by Frank Lambert, 

the description of not only the conflicts that ensued over the years between the countries, but the 

ways in which the U.S. would protect its commercial independence. Once again, alexander 

Hamilton is not a prominent figure within this piece of literature. Hamilton is mentioned, on a 

few occasions throughout the book, but never given a proper piece of his part within the Barbary 

                                                 
20 Hickey, Donald R. “The Quasi-War: America’s First Limited War, 1978-1801.” Northern 

   Mariner 
 

21 "Milestones: 1801–1829 - Office of the Historian." U.S. Department of State. 
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Wars. His view of how the U.S. should poise itself given its independence is stated. “Alexander 

Hamilton had long been of the opinion that independence backed by inadequate power was an 

empty promise. Immediately after the War of independence, even while he exulted in the 

conclusion of the “great work of independence” he warned John Jay that much must be done to 

“reap the fruits of it.” Hamilton continued to argue for a strong central government. The poor 

financial state of the U.S. hurt in aiding foreign relations, making it all the harder to protect its 

commercial independence. The cornerstone of Hamilton’s stance on an array of varying issues 

was the need for a strong Government. Scholar Louis Hacker wrote, “Government was necessary 

for external defense, to support society’s normal activities, and to protect the community from 

the aggrandizement of individuals and the irresponsibility of groups.”22 Throughout The Barbary 

Wars presidents Washington, Adams, Jefferson and Madison all struggle immensely trying to 

figure out how to best handle the conflicts within the Mediterranean. John Adams in 1799 was 

preoccupied with dealing with the French and the Quasi-War to send a navy to take out the 

pirates in the Mediterranean. Through the beliefs that have been written in texts of Thomas 

Jefferson and James Madison, both firmly believed that a standing navy would be too costly. 

Their view on the government also played a major role in the reasons they did not put a 

significant amount of money and resources into a navy. Jefferson and Madison wished to see the 

role of government and its expenditures cut down. Awaiting the outcome of the wars was what 

they would do, all the meanwhile entrenching then action further in conflict, spending more and 

more money. By 1815, the U.S. had ramped up its naval fleet in order to once and for all 

                                                 

22 Hacker, Louis Morton. Alexander Hamilton in the American Tradition. New York: McGraw-

 Hill, 1957. 
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suppress the Barbary states. In the end, the U.S. had gained not only a strong navy that now had 

wartime experience, but secured commercial independence. The victory over the Barbary states, 

meant the U.S. was another step towards becoming a strong nation that could not only survive 

but prosper and unify in times of strife. The Barbary Wars once again shone the light on the 

conflicting views within government. If not for the minds and ideas of a man such as Alexander 

Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson may have steered the U.S. in a completely different direction. 

Hamilton was able to promote the need for a strong government, backed by a strong navy that 

could defend itself when threatened from foreign enemies. With all that being said, Alexander 

Hamilton still is mentioned in a piece of literature a handful of times. His role within the actions 

and decisions made, downplayed and overlooked, unfortunately not giving Hamilton the credit 

he fully deserved.23  

Although often time Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton did not see eye to eye, 

the need for a strong defense, and the ability to provide security for the nation could be agreed 

upon. Alexander Hamilton along with George Washington, saw the need for a strong navy long 

before many felt necessary. Thomas Jefferson believed in cutting financial spending by the 

government, already burden by debt from gaining the United States independence. Author Frank 

Lambert writes in his book, The Barbary Wars, “The provision of naval defense for the United 

States ultimately depended on the state's ability to bear the direct costs of a public navy able to 

counter the threats it faced and on whether a profitable environment for privateering existed or 

                                                 

23 Lambert, Frank. The Barbary Wars: American Independence in the Atlantic World. 1st ed. 

  New York: Hill and Wang, 2005. 
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not.”24 It was not until the later years of his second presidency that Jefferson began to put a much 

strong before in the financial support for a strong naval defense. Thomas Jefferson began to build 

a theory of defense around the idea of Gunboats. These Gunboats would not circumvent the need 

for a navy, rather build upon it. Through history, Jefferson saw Gunboats as way to protect the 

U.S. from invading enemies. Scholars and historians now look back upon this investment of 

Gunboats and Jefferson’s defense theory as a failure, defined in the article Nicholas Ross 

published. Thomas Jefferson could not fund a full-fledged navy under his presidency, Ross also 

writes of Jefferson wasting the governments money on ships that served little purpose and were 

not durable enough to withstand the conditions of the seas. The persistent nature of Alexander 

Hamilton to see the U.S. provide a strong navy backed by an even stronger central government 

cannot be overlooked. The great achievements of Thomas Jefferson are marked throughout texts, 

giving great credit to governing a new nation with immense positivity. Meanwhile, Alexander 

Hamilton’s legacy is sometimes overlooked, giving presidents of his time much more 

importance. The effort Alexander Hamilton made in advocating for the need of a strong central 

government, with a strong standing navy was paramount in to protecting the United States and its 

interests.  

One of the Founding Fathers of the United States of America, Alexander Hamilton is no 

doubt a prominent figure within American History. However, his enduring influence on 

American matters is still to this day, often undermined and sometimes questioned. Hamilton is 

chiefly responsible for the design and establishment of Federal institutions, and above all for the 

                                                 
24 Ross, Nicholas. "The Provision of Naval Defense in the Early American Republic: A 

 Comparison of the U.S. Navy and Privateers, 1789-1815." The Independent Review 16, 

 no. 3 (2012): 417-33. 
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financial system. This took a new formed nation, floundering for identity, to a nation on its way 

to become a key actor within international relations. His role within U.S. government lay claim 

to a time period in which political figures took to their sides of government and rarely backed off 

of their stance. Hamilton is often considered the rival of Thomas Jefferson. His foreign policy 

quite different and his stance on the role government should play within the country opposed as 

well. Through the articles and texts that have come after these men time within American 

history, scholars and historians help articulate the relationship that help form the U.S. American 

independence and policy cannot be looked at and appreciated if it weren’t for the mind of 

Alexander Hamilton. Recognizing his place within the United States history and formation, not 

behind nor in front of others such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson is the justice 

Hamilton deserves.  
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