
Content Notes 

Content Notes provide supplemental information to your readers. When 

providing Content Notes, be brief and focus on only one subject. Try to limit 
your comments to one small paragraph. 

Content Notes can also point readers to information that is available in more 

detail elsewhere. 

1
 See Blackmur (1995), especially chapters three and four, for an insightful analysis 

of this extraordinary animal. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/04/ (accessed Oct. 23, 2011) 

 

 

Explanatory footnotes  

   A.   Content 

Explanatory footnotes provide additional information on or clarification of statements 
made in the text. They contain material that is related to but not appropriate for inclusion 
in the text itself. 

 

Examples: 

 

 

Productivity and price inflation are expected to affect future expenditures on health-care  
services.1  
__________  
            1 Productivity is measured by the non-quality-adjusted unit costs—the recurrent 
expenditures at the facility level divided by the volume of units of service for outpatient 
visits and inpatient admissions. A decline in unit costs is regarded as a productivity 
improvement.  

* * * 



B.   Notes to explanatory footnotes  

When an explanatory footnote includes an element or statement that would normally 
require a footnote, the reference can be given in parentheses at the end of the footnote. 

 

Example: 

              1 The world population aged 60 and older is expected to triple between 2005 and 
2050, whereas the population aged 80 years or over is projected to increase by a factor 
of 4.5 over the same time period (World Economic and Social Survey 2007: Develop-
ment in an Ageing World (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.07.II.C.1), table II.3). 

 

 

C.    Supplementary sources of information  

Explanatory footnotes may refer readers to other sources for clarification or additional 
information. Supplementary and illustrative sources are introduced by “see,” “see also,” 
or “see, for example.” References to websites can also be introduced by the words 
“available from.” 

Examples: 

            1 For a technical discussion, see William A. Brock and Steven N. Durlauf, “Growth 
Empirics and Reality,” World Bank Economic Research 15, no. 2 (2001): 1-2. 

* * *  

            2 For an assessment of the progress made in Afghanistan, see the report of the 
Security Council mission to Afghanistan, November 11-16, 2006 (S/2006/935); see also 
the Afghanistan Compact (S/2006/90, annex).  

* * *  

3 Additional information on the impact of AIDS on older people and their families is 
available from www.helpage.org.  
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