
While the following are generally broad, they should suggest angles and directions. Needless to say, 
there are many possible topics that are quite narrow and unique to a particular war/intervention.    
 
Such sources as Digitalhistory.uh.org provide not only overviews and documents but “suggestions” for 
research angles. 
 
Consider the following. While it is specific to the War of 1812, it should prompt thinking appropriate for 
all case studies: “Considering the war from a variety of analytical and geographical angles, . . . historians 
[have] debated whether people in the United States often fail to remember the conflict because it was 
inconsequential or because the memories it evokes are uncomfortable. Was the war popular in its day but 
insignificant in history, or were its effects important but ultimately unpalatable? How does the war look 
different when viewed from varied cardinal directions: south from Canada, north from the Untied States, 
west from Britain, or east from Indian country? In what areas—from economics to politics to diplomacy to 
society and culture—should the impact of the war be measured? . . . [Historians provide] comments on 
topics as diverse as patriotism, nationalism, imperialism, localism, sovereignty, citizenship, trade policy, and 
Indian rights suggest[ing] that the War of 1812 can claim greater significance in myriad historical realms 
than its usual obscurity would suggest.” Nicole Eustace, “Interchange: The War of 1812,” Journal of 
American History (September 2012): 529. 
  
NOTE: Always consider HISTORIOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
Historiographical study of an intervention/war/person 
 
Role of Native Americans in causing/fighting/settling  
 
Diplomatic angles/objectives; cause(s) of war 
 
Role/impact of individuals, e.g., William Eaton as consul, Nicholas Trist as negotiator, Herbert Hoover in 
China, Joseph McCarthy during Korea 
 
A specific incident: the George Washington in Algiers, Hartford Convention in War of 1812, Brownsville in 
Mexico, the Maine in Cuba 
 
Peace negotiations/terms/impact/publicperception 
 
Opposing leaders, e.g., Sandino, Santa Anna, a dey, Boxers, Bolsheviks, Mao, Sitting Bull 
 
Presidents' justification/problems 
 
Newspaper coverage of war or angles (e.g., battles, notable deaths, peace treaties); newspaper (editorial) 
positions 
 
Political cartoons  
 
Texas annexation issues/ Mexican revolution, independence, and Texas revolution Whig/Democrat stance 
on slavery/annexation issues in 1830s-1850s 
 
How a conflict/intervention fit into the broader presidency/foreign policy/etc. 
 
Presidential wives' roles (e.g., Abigail Adams, Dolley Madison, Sarah Polk)  



Nineteenth-century concepts of manhood, American exceptionalism, Manifest Destiny, race; connections 
to the Revolution's or general American self-image/ideals 
 
Contemporary paintings about a conflict 
 
War slogans 
 
Contemporary poems (or songs) on a war 
 
Military preparedness and budget concerns 
 
Diplomatic efforts to prevent (start/end) a conflict 
 
Effect on U.S. elections; related issues in elections during/after intervention/war 
 
Treatment of POWs; atrocities; desertions 
 
Views of North Africans, Native Americans, Spaniards/Cubans, Filipinos, Koreans 
 
Impact on civilians 
 
Impact on economy, labor, particular industries 
 
Financial considerations/steps 
 
Impact of technological innovations 
 
Anti-war arguments/issues/changes 
 
Role of blacks/slaves, e.g., with British in 1812, against Filipinos; Buffalo Soldiers in Indian Wars, Cuba; in 
Korea 
 
Role of women in preventing/supporting/opposing a conflict 
 
Attitudes/roles of ethnic minorities (e.g., Irish) 
 
Changing support/opposition over course of a conflict 
 
Impact of a conflict on postwar political/social/economic situation (e.g., Era of a Good Feelings of late 
1810s and end of 1890s depression) 
 
Connection of presidents to "their" wars (e.g., Mr. Madison's War and Mr. Polk's War) 
 
The critical role of non-soldiers and non-presidents, e.g., Henry Clay and the War Hawks in 1812 
 
War termination/peace treaties; matches of goals and accomplishments 
 
Unofficial reasons for supporting war, e.g., local disputes, personal antagonisms, economic ambitions 
 
Constitutional angles involved with informal wars and interventions 
 
 



 
 


